■he dollar-bv-doil.ir '-l&n oi now 
ho biult a personal foriuno esti- 
mated at $1.7 million in just 
seven years on a federal salary 
of under $20,000. 

And the government wants 

least $35,600, perhaps much 
,got it by peddling his influence 

; The government slapped the 
civil suit against. Baker just two 
Idaj^Ibhiire^ 

six-year limitation on federal 
claims- was* to run out. 

The Justice Department 
doesn’t concede that the limit 
applies to Baker’s case, but 
abided by the date just to be 

In Baker’s case, the limita- 
tion would, date from July 17, 
1963, when he was accused of 
pocketing $7,500 from the U.S. 


franchise - to another,- vending 
company which Baker owned. 

This triggered the Senate 
Rules and Administration Com- 
mittee’s probe into Baker’s vast 
financial dealings. 

LBJ's Protege 

eye because of Baker’s intimate 
association with Lyndon B. 
Johnson * as Senate majority 
leader and later as Vice-Presi- 

i- 

Baker showed up in Wash- 
ington. in 1942, a Pickens, S.C., 
poor boy who established a rep- 
utation, as “a smart youngster” 
while working as a Senate page. 

By 1955 at age 26, he was 
well under the protective wing 
of LBJ and was known as 
“Johnson’s protege.” Johnson 
arranged to have him elected 
sprrptarv to the Democratic 


probe, controlled by the Demo- 
cratic majority Baker 1 had been 
serving, wound- up by finding 
him “guilty of many gross- im- 
proprieties.” 

Republicans screamed 
“whitewash” and contend to 
this day that the full Baker sto- 

GOP critics claim, among 
other, things, that allegations, 
linking Baker to a call girl op- 
eration, to gambling interests in 
Miami, Las Vegas and.tha Car- 
ibbean, and to a kickback from 
construction of, the D.C. stadium 
were never fully explored. 

The clamor for Bobby Bak- ; 
er’s scalp subsided temporarily 
in 1967 when he was convicted 
and sentenced to concurrent 
terms of one-to-three years on 
seven counts of tax evasion, 
theft and conspiracy. 

Free On Bond 

But here it. is mid-1969 and 
Baker has yet to serve a day of 
the sentence. 

Free on bond while hisTaw- 










